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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, SF, IS 

SUBJECT: 30TH UNGA: SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE: APARTHEID 

FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF STATEMENT BY CLARENCE MITCHELL, 

JR., ON APARTHEID, IN SPC, OCTOBER 23: QUOTE: 

MR. CHAIRMAN, FIRST, I WOULDLIKE TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR 
ELECTION AS CHAIRMAN OF THIS SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTE. I MIGHT 
INTERPOLATE TO SAY I LISTENED WITH GREAT INTEREST TO THE DELEGATE 
FROM YOUR COUNTRY YESTERDAY WHO WAS SPEAKING ABOUT THE HISTORICAL 
INTEREST THAT YOUR COUNTRY HAS HAD INPROBLEMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND HOW YOU HAVE IN YOUR NATION WORKED OUT THINGS THAT ARE 
MOST CONSTRUCTIVE. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SAY THAT I AM GRATIFIED 
THAT THE DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVE OF SOMALIA, AMBASSADOR HUSSEIN, 
IS SERVINGAS VICE-CHAIRMAN, AND ALSO THE DISTINGUISHED 
DELEGATE FROM NORWAY WHO SHARES THAT REPSONSIBILITY. I WANT TO 
ASSURE YOU AND THE MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE THAT 
YOU HAVE THE FULL COOPERATION OF THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION. 

I ALSO WISH TO EXTEND YOUR WELCOME TO THE DELEGATES OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CAPE VERDE, THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE, THE 
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE, AS WELL AS 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA. AGAIN, INTERPOLATING TO MY PRINTED STATEMENT, 

I AM HAPPY THAT I HAD THE PRIVILEGE ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES TO WELCOME THREE OF THESE NATIONS WHEN 
THEY WERE INDUCTED INTO THIS DISTINGUISHED BODY. ALSO, I HAD 
THE GOOD FORTUNE TO BE PRESENT WHEN PAPUA NEW GUINEA WAS MADE A 
PART OF THIS GREAT ORGANIZATION. 

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
HAS RIGHTLY CONCERNED ITSELF WITH THE PROBLEM OF APARTHEID. WE 
AGREE WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY THAT THERE ARE FEW 
SOCIAL OR POLITICAL SYSTEMS WHICH ARE AS OFFENSIVE TO MEN AND 
WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AS SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID. THIS 
SYSTEM OF LEGISLATED RACIAL DISCRIMINATION - I EMPHASIZE THE 
WORDS LEGISLATED RACIAL DISCRIMINATION - BECAUSE, UNHAPPILY 
FOR THE HUMAN RACE, MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN RACE MAY HAVE PERSONAL 
PREJUDICES, BUT THEY DO NOT USUALLY WRITE THEM INTO THE LAW 
WHICH WOULD CONTROL THOSE WHO MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE RACIAL 
PREJUDICES - SO COMPOUNDS THE SOUTH AFRICAN BRAND OF PREJUDICE 
BY HAVING IT WRITTEN INTO THE STATUTES OF THAT UNHAPPY 
COUNTRY AS APARTHEID. IT IS A CONTINUING AFFRONT TO THE SPIRIT 
AND PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER. DESPITE SOME 
ALTERNATIONS MADE BY THE MINORITY REGIME IN SOUTH AFRICA, APARTHEID 
REMAINS TODAY AS REPUGNANT TO THOSE WHO CHERISH THE PRINCIPLES OF 
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY AS IT DID THIRTY YEARS AGO WHEN THE UNITED 
NATIONS WAS ESTABLISHED. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS ENUNCIATED OUR STRONG OPPOSITION TO 
APARTHEID IN NUMEROUS DEBATES IN SUCCESSIVE SESSIONS OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. AS A DEMOCRATIC NATION COMMITTED TO THE 
PRINCIPLE OF EUQLAITY OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN, THE UNITED STATES 
FINDS THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID ODIOUS AND ABHORRENT. WE HAVE 
CONDEMNED MANY TIMES OVER BOTH THE PHILOSOPHICAL PREMISES OF THE 
APARTHEID SYSTEM AND THE BRUTALIZING EFFECTS IT HAS ON ALL PEOPLE 
OF SOUTH AFRICA - NOT JUST THE BLACKS OR THE COLOREDS, AS THEY 
CLASSIFY PEOPLE IN SOUTH AFRICA, BUT WHITE AS WELL; THOSE OF 
BRITISH HERITAGE OR DUTCH HERITAGE, OR WHATEVER, ARE BRUTALIZED 
BY THE SYSTEM WHICH IS IN EFFECT IN THAT COUNTRY. INDEED, MY 
GOVERNMENT ADHERES TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
WHICH CONDEMNS SUCH RACISM AS APARTHEID FOSTERS. 
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FURTHER, AS THE ASSEMBLY WILL RECALL, THE UNITED STATES HAS 
MAINTAINED AN ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA SINCE 1962. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS PURSUED A POLICY OF ACTIVELY 
SEEKING TO ENCOURAGE IN SOUTH AFRICA A PEACEFUL CHANGE FROM THE 
POLICIES OF APARTHEID NO POLICIES WHICH WILL PROVIDE FOR THE 
ATTAINMENT OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS BY ALL SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENS, 
REGARDLESS OF RACE. TO THIS END, WE HAVE ADOPTED A POLICY OF 
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COMMUNICATION: - TO IMPRESS UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA 
OUR OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID; - TO SIGNAL OUR UNEQUIVOCAL 
SUPPORT FOR CHANGES IN THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SYSTEM IN SOUTH 
AFRICA; AND - TO MAINTAIN CONTACTS WITH ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN POPULATION, INCLUDING THOSE NOT PERMITTED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE GOVERNING OF THAT COUNTRY. IT IS THE BELIEF OF 
MY GOVERNMENT THAT SOUTH AFRICA SHOULD BE EXPOSED TO THE 
RELENTLESS AND UNCEASING DEMANDS OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY TO 
ERADICATE THE APARTHEID SYSTEM. 

THE U.S. DEPLORES THE DETENTION OF PERSONS WHOSE ONLY ACT IS 
OUTSPOKEN OPPOSITION TO THE SYTEM OF APARTHEID. THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT IS COURTING DISASTER WHEN SUCH REPRESSIVE 
MEASURES HAVE THE EFFECT OF CLOSING OFF ALL AVENUES FOR PEACEFUL 
CHANGE. 

MR. CHAIRM, ON SEPTEMBER 23, SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER 
ADDRESSED A DINNER IN HONOR OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AND PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE U.N. IN 
HIS SPEECH, SECRETARY KISSINGER RESTATED UNITED STATES OPPOSITION 
TO APARTHEID, CHARACTERIZING IT AS A SYSTEM CONTRARY TO ALL THAT 
AMERICANS BELIEVE IN AND STAND FOR. 

AS THOSE WHO MAY HAVE THE PRINTED TEXT OF WHAT I HAVE JUST 
READ MAY NOTE, THERE IS ONE REMAINING PARAGRAPH, BUT BEFORE I 
STATE THAT PARAGRPAH I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
SPEAK.AS I BELIEVE THE PEOPLE OF MY COUNTRY WOULD WANT ME TO 
SPEAK, FROM THE HEART TO THOSE WHO ARE HERE. IT IS WITH RESPECT 
TO THE ATTEMPT TO ADD ZIONISM TO OUR ITEMS THAT WE REJECT AND 
ANY EFFORT TO EQUATE IT WITH APARTHEID. 

I SPEAK TO YOU FROM THE HEART BECAUSE I KNOW SO MUCH ABOUT 
THE STRUGGLES OF THE COUNTRIES, THAT ALL OF YOU REPRESENT, THAT 
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YOU HAVE MADE THROUGH THE YEARS. I WOULD SAY TO MY DISTINGUISHED 
FRIENDS FROM THE SOVIET UNION ALTHOUGH WE HAVE DIFFERENT 
APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC MATTERS, THE HEARTS OF OUR PEOPLE ARE STILL 
WARM WITH APPRECIATION FOR YOUR GALLANT EFFORTS TO STEM THE TIDE 
OF AN INVADER WHO WAS SEEKING TO IMPOSE UPON THE WORLD A DOCTRINE 
OF RACISM. THE SNOWS OF RUSSIA MAY COVER THEIR BODIES BUT THEY 
CAN NEVER ERASE THE GALLANT STAND THAT THEY MADE ON BEHALF OF 
THE DEFENSE OF THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH IN TURN HAD THE COLLATERAL 
EFFECT OF STAMPING OUT TYRANNY IN THE WORLD AS IT WAS EVIDENCED 
BY THE INVADER. 

I WOULD SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE OF LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES, 

WHOSE SPOKESMAN FROM HONDURAS YESTERDAY INDIACTED THAT AS EARLY 
AS 1821 YOUR COUNTRY ABOLISHED HIMAN SLAVERY AS A MATTER OF LAW. 

I AM HAPPY TO SAY THAT GRAND TRADITION IS WELL KNOWN IN OUR 
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COUNTRY AND WE CHERISH ALL THE EXAMPLES THAT YOU HAVE SET. 

I WOULD SAY TO THE PEOPLE WHO REPRESENT THE ARAB STATES 
THAT THE WORLD OWES YOUR ANCESTORS, AND INDEED. MANY OF YOUR 
CONTEMPORARIES, A GREAT DEBT FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCE 
AND TO THE STUDY OF ASTRONOMY AND OTHERS OF THE GREAT SCIENCES 
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AND SO I COME TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. I THINK THAT IT WOULD 
BE A TERRIBLE MISTAKE HISTORICALLY TO ATTEMPT TO ASSIGN TO ZIONISM 
A PLACE OF RECENT ORIGIN IN HUMAN HISTORY. IF WE GO BACK 
2500 YEARS OF MORE, WE WILL SEE IN ANCIENT WRITINGS THAT SOME 
OF YOU WHO FOLLOW THE SAME RELIGIOUS FAITH THAT I FOLLOW 
THE MAGNIFICENT WORDS, "BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON, THERE WE SAT 
DOWN, YEA WE WEPT.WE HANGED OUR HARPS ON THE WILLOWS IN THE 
MIDST THEREOF, FOR HOW COULD WE SING THE SONGS OF THE LORD IN 
A STRANGE LAND." 

THEY HAD BEEN DEPORTED FROM THEIR LAND TO ANCIENT BABYLON 
AND YET IN THEIR HEARTS THEY CARRIED THE MEMORY OF WHERE THEY 
CAME FROM THROUGH ALL THE LONG YEARS OF PERSECUTION IN EARLY 
HISTROY, AND IN THE HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE AGES, RIGHT DOWN TO THE 
GAS OVERNS AT DACHAU AND OTHER PLACES WHERE THE PEOPLE OF THE 
JEWISH FAITH WERE PERSECUTED SIMPLY BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGION. 
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THEY HELD ON TO THE NOBLE IDEAL THAT AT SOME POINT THEY WOULD 
RECONVENE IN A HOMELAND AND ENJOY WHAT THAT HOMELAND COULD 
OFFER TO THEM IN THE WAY OF MEMORIES AND OTHER ADVANTAGES. 

THEY DID NOT GO AS OVERLORDS TO THAT PLACE ON THE MAP. THEY 
WENT THERE AS PEOPLE WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO WORK WITH THEIR 
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HANDS, TO TILL THE FIELDS. TO ESPOUSE THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN 
EQUALITY. THROUGHOUT THEIR LONG HISTORY, FROM WHAT I KNOW OF 
THE PEOPLE WHO ARE THE DESCENDANTS AND THE PAST PERSONS IDENTIFIED 
WITH ISRAEL, THEY NEVER PERMITTED HUMAN SLAVERY. THEY GAVE 
TO US THE GREAT HISTRORICAL DOCTRINE OF WHAT IS REQUIRED OF MAN, 
THAT HE DO JUSTLY AND LOVE MERCY, WHICH, IT SEEMS TO ME, WOULD 
BE A PHILOSOPHY THAT ALL COULD HANDLE AND ADHERE TO. 

SO I MAKE A PLEA TO ALL PERSONS OF ALL COUNTRIES HERE THAT 
WE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO EQUATE A RELIGIOUS OBJECTIVE, NO MATTER 
HOW CRITICAL WE MAY BE OF THOSE WHO ESPOUSE THAT RELIGIOUS 
OBJECTIVE, WITH AN ODIOUS SCHEUME WHICH UNDER LAW IN SOUTH AFRICA 
CONSIGNS TO A PLACE OF DEGREDATION MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN FAMILY 
WHO MAY BE OF MIXED BLOOD, WHO MAY BE BLACK, AND IN SOME CASES 
WHO MAY BE WHITE BUT DISAGREEING WITH THE POLICIES OF THE NATION. 

I MAKE A SPECIAL PLEA TO THE NEW NATIONS OF AFRICA THAT THEY 
DO NOT BECOME A PART OF THIS EFFORT. I PLEAD WITH THEM, IF THEY 
ARE DISPOSED TO CONSIDER THE ARGUMENTS OF THOSE WHO SEEK TO 
EQUATE SIONISM AND APARTHEID, I PLEAD WITH THEM TO PUT THIS 
OVER AT LEAST UNTIL THE NEXT SESSION OF THIS ASSEMBLY IN ORDER 
THAT IT MIGHT BE THEN CONSIDERED IN A MATURE WAY. 

I MAKE THIS PLEA PRIMIARILY BECAUSE IN OUR COUNTRY THERE 
ARE THOUSANDS OF BLACK AND WHITE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LOOKED 
FORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN THE NATIONS OF AFRICA WOULD TAKE THEIR 
PLACE IN THW WORLD FAMILY, AND WE HAVE BELIEVED THAT BECAUSE 
THESE NATIONS HAVE SUFFERED SO LONG UNDER THE YOKE OF COLONIALISM, 
THAT THEY WOLD BE THE GREAT EXPONENTS OF FAIRNESS, THAT THEY 
WOULD BELIE VEIN THE ORDERLY PROCESS OF DISCUSSION AND DISPOSITION 
OF PROBLEMS. 

SO I PLEAD WITH YOU NOT TO DISAPPOINT THOSE OF WHOM I AM ONE 
WHO LOOK TO YOU FOR A NEW BRAND OF STATESMANSHIP THAT WILL BE A 
CREDIT TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 

I SAY FURTHER THAT THERE IS A TREMENDOUS OUTPOURING OF WORLD 
OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID. IT IS AN ARGUMENT THAT IS CLEARLY 
DEFINED. DO NOT DIVIDE OUR SUPPORTERS BY INJECTING AN ELEMENT 
ON WHICH THERE IS DISAGREEMENT, WHICH IN THE END, IF WE SHOULD 
INCORPORAT A PRINCIPLE THAT EQUATES ZIONISM WITH APARTHEID, WE 
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MAY WELL BE PERFORMING A SERVICE FOR THOSE WHO ARE THE EXPONENTS 
OF APARTHEID. BECAUSE THEY CAN THEN DIVIDE OUR RANKS AND. 

AS WAS SAID IN ANCIENT ROME, DIVIDE AND CONQUER. WE ALL KNOW 
THAT THIS IS A TECHNIQUE OF THOSE WHO ARE THE EXPLOITERS. 

SO I PLEAD WITH YOU TO KEEP THESE ISSUES DISTINCT IN ORDER 
THAT WE MAY HAVE A CONSTRUCTIVE AND EFFECTIVE FIGHT AGAINST THE 
EVIL OF APARTHEID WHICH POLLUTES THE WORLD. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT CALLS ON THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SOUTH AFRICA TO BEND BEFORE THE WINDS OF CHANGE THAT ARE BLOWING 
THROUGH AFRICA AND INDEED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AS WE CAN SEE 
FROM THE NEW NATIONS THAT BECAME A PART OF THIS BODY, AND 
TO ACCEPT THE FACT THAT A RACIALLY REPRESSIVE SYSTEM IS 
INDEFENSIBLE, TO BRING TO AN END APARTHEID AND RACIAL IN- 
JUSTICE. THE UNITED STATES CALLS ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERN- 
MENT TO REALIZE THAT SUCH A CHANGE IS NOT ONLY INEVITABLE BUT IT 
IS IN THE INTEREST OF ALL SOUTH AFRICANS AND INDEED IT IS IN 
THE INTERESTS OF THE WHOLE WORLD. UNQUOTE. 
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